
  

 

 

  
   

  

LONGCAST 

14 October 22 – Navy Club 

21 October 22 - Ngapona Assn Lunch at Glen Eden RSA 

11 November 22 – Navy Club 

18 November 22 - Ngapona Assn Lunch at Grey Lynn RSA 

  

  

 

Hi Folks 

 

THREADS THROUGH TIME 

  

 



 

 

 

 

‘Threads Through Time’ is a textiles exhibition with a difference. Explore the 

stories of 12 retired and serving female sailors through the squares they have 

individually hand-crafted using fabric, buttons and braid from old Navy uniforms. 

The 49 squares have been sewn into a quilt and form the centre piece of the 

exhibition. 

Part of the Auckland Heritage Festival. 

Opens 1 October at the Navy Museum, Torpedo Bay, Devonport 

 free admission, 10am – 5pm daily. Suitable for all ages. 

  

Stitch with a Sailor 

Join some of the women from Threads Through Time and create your own 

square using felt and embroidery cotton and display it as part of the exhibition. 



Drop-in session suitable for ages 8+ limited numbers. 

11am – 1pm Saturday 1 October, Saturday 8th October and Saturday 15th 

October. 

Free admission. 

Session created in partnership with Lynn Smart, Embroiderer 

  

  

NEW AWARD RECOGNISES MIQ STAFF 

The Government is establishing an award to recognise people who have 

contributed to New Zealand’s COVID-19 response, with MIQ staff to be the first 

recipients, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern announced today. 

“The award provides a formal opportunity to acknowledge those who have 

played a critical role in our COVID-19 response,” Jacinda Ardern said. 

“Our MIQ workforce has demonstrated care and professionalism, often at 

considerable personal risk and sacrifice and are worthy recipients of this award 

and our gratitude.  

“MIQ workers have welcomed home over 230,000 Kiwis and supported more 

than 4,400 people from within our community who have had Covid-19. They 

have been a core part of our wall of defence against COVID-19. 

“The award will take the form of a lapel pin. Officials are working on design, 

eligibility and criteria with further details to come as the work progresses. 

“This award to the MIQ workforce is the first to be announced. Recognition will 

be extended to other groups who have contributed to New Zealand’s COVID-19 

response, with further announcements to be made in due course. 

  

  

  

RAN TUGBOAT 

The tugboat was constructed at Cockatoo Island Dockyard during the Great 

Depression as a project to keep shipyard apprentices employed. The tugboat 

was built with a riveted steel hull, but welding was used on the bulkheads and 

fuel bunkers for the first time in an Australian shipyard. The vessel was the first 



Australian tugboat to be built with an oil-fired compound steam engine. On 

completion in 1933, the tugboat was offered to the Royal Australian Navy 

(RAN). Named Wattle and operated by a civilian crew, the vessel was primarily 

used for warship towing and manoeuvring, and was also employed as a target 

tower. The RAN marked the tugboat for disposal in 1969, and she was 

purchased by a Sydney-based syndicate, who operated the vessel on tourist 

cruises around and outside Sydney Harbour. The syndicate kept Wattle 

operational until 1977, then sold the ship to a Melbourne-based company, who 

towed Wattle to Port Phillip in 1979. The tugboat continued to be used for 

tourist cruises around the bay until 2003, when it failed survey and had to be 

withdrawn from service. Wattle was initially moored at Victoria Dock while 

money was raised to refurbish the ship, then was relocated to Victoria Harbour 

during the Docklands redevelopment. In 2007, the Sorrento Steam organisation 

and the Bay Steamers Maritime Museum joined the project: the former using 

the restoration of Wattle as a stepping- stone towards their own plans to restore 

steam trams in Sorrento. In 2009, the tugboat was removed from the water and 

placed on blocks in a temporary shipyard in the Docklands precinct. The 

intention is to bring the vessel back to survey standard and resume passenger 

operations. Wattle was listed by the National Trust as being of national historic 

significance on 16 June 1993.According to the National Trust, Wattle is the only 

surviving small harbour steam tug in Australia, and one of only twenty-two 

worldwide. It is also one of only eight Australian-built steam-powered ships of 

any kind remaining In addition to multiple 'firsts' in construction, the vessel 

serves as an important example of Depression-era shipbuilding and the 

transition of technology occurring at this time. 



  

  

Wattle moored in the Victoria dock in Melbourne 

  

  

RN CAPTAIN SACKED 

Capt Steve Higham has been sacked after a months-long investigation for 

allegedly hitting on female sailors The former aide to ex-PM Boris Johnson was 

accused of holding inappropriate “mentoring sessions” with junior sailors in his 

captain’s quarters when he commanded the £3.2billion HMS Prince of Wales. 

Top brass threw the book at him as a naval source insisted: “Rules are applied 

in the same way to all those who serve.” Capt Higham had been due to become 

Rear Admiral, but his promotion was put on ice pending a probe after a whistle-

blower raised concerns when he handed over command of the warship in May. 

A source said Capt Higham was told there was “sufficient evidence to suggest 

his actions were inappropriate and his conduct was not compatible with 

continued Navy service” 

 



 

  

  

USN SAILOR AQUITTED OF ARSON 

A military judge on Friday acquitted a sailor of arson in a fire that destroyed the 

USS Bonhomme Richard, a blow to the Navy as it faces allegations of improper 

training and maintenance of the $1.2 billion amphibious assault ship. Ryan 

Sawyer Mays, 21, deeply exhaled when the verdict was read, put both hands 

on the defence table, broke into sobs and hugged supporters in the audience at 

Naval Base San Diego. Outside the courtroom building, Mays read a brief 

statement to reporters and declined to answer questions. 

Scource: Associated Press 

  

  

FOILING FERRY 

Artemis Technologies all-electric EP-24 foiling ferry will carry 150 passengers at 

speeds up to 38 knots. Belfast, Northern Ireland, based Artemis Technologies is 

hoping to claim a “world first” in the race to put a high-speed all electric, foiling 

ferry into actual passenger operation. It has just unveiled the design of its new 

100% electric EF-24 Passenger vessel, targeting the global high-speed ferry 

market. It has also announced a partnership with Condor Ferries, a long-

established operator of ferries serving the mainland U.K., the Channel Islands 

and France. 

 



 

  

  

NEW ZEALAND VICTORIA CROSS RECIPIENTS 

  

  

Keith Elliott, VC (25 April 1916 – 7 October 1989) 

Keith Elliott was born on 25 April 1916 in Āpiti, New Zealand, one of nine 

children of a farmer and his wife. He was educated in nearby Feilding, firstly at 



Lytton Street School and then at Feilding Agricultural High School. He was 

unable to complete his formal schooling because in 1933, he had to drop out to 

work on the family farm. Two years later, he began managing a large farm 

at Marima. 

Elliott tried to enlist in the New Zealand Military Forces on hearing of the 

outbreak of the Second World War but was initially declined due to the poor 

state of his teeth. He was successful on a later attempt and in January 1940 he 

joined the Second New Zealand Expeditionary Force (2NZEF) that was raised 

for service overseas. He was posted to 22nd Battalion, commanded by 

a Victoria Cross winner of the First World War, Lieutenant Colonel Leslie 

Andrew. The battalion embarked for the Middle East as part of the Second 

Echelon of the 2NZEF but was diverted to England during transit. It arrived in 

England in June 1940, where it remained for the rest of the year on garrison 

duty. While in England, Elliott was promoted to lance corporal. 

In early 1941, the Second Echelon was redesignated the 5th Infantry 

Brigade, 2nd New Zealand Division, and was sent to Greece as part of an Allied 

contingent set to counter a likely invasion by the Germans. His battalion was 

positioned at the Olympus Pass, and shortly after the invasion commenced, 

engaged advancing German tanks. The New Zealanders withdrew after a day, 

beginning a gradual retreat from the country. Evacuated to Crete on 25 April, 

22nd Battalion was defending Maleme airfield when German paratroopers 

attacked on 20 May. The airfield was abandoned that evening much to Elliott's 

displeasure as his platoon was holding their positions. The Allies were 

eventually evacuated to Egypt a week later, but not before Elliott was wounded 

in the arm in a skirmish with enemy paratroopers. 

While the division was refitting and rearming following the fighting in Greece 

and Crete, Elliott was promoted to lance sergeant, then platoon sergeant. In 

November 1941, during Operation Crusader, his platoon was attached to the 

headquarters of the 5th Infantry Brigade for security. On 27 November, he, 

along with 700 other men, were captured when the headquarters was overrun 

by elements of Generalleutnant (Lieutenant General) Erwin Rommel's Afrika 

Corps, which had outflanked the Allies. He spent two months under harsh 



conditions in captivity before being liberated by South African troops. He lost a 

considerable amount of weight during his time as a prisoner of war. He re-

joined the 2nd New Zealand Division which was refitting in Syria, but then 

contracted malaria and missed out on its hasty recall to Egypt and 

the subsequent fighting at Minqar Qaim. 

On his recovery, Elliott re-joined the 22nd Battalion on 13 July 1942, in time for 

the First Battle of Alamein. The battalion was short of commissioned officers, 

and he found himself acting platoon commander for the forthcoming operation 

to capture Ruweisat Ridge. After commencing the attack early in the morning of 

15 July, the battalion reached the ridge and began digging in. At daybreak, it 

was discovered that the New Zealanders had passed several German tanks 

during their advance the previous evening. Elliott spotted the tanks when they 

began advancing towards the 22nd Battalion's position at dawn and notified the 

commanders of nearby platoons. However, they believed the tanks to be British 

and disregarded Elliott's warning until the German tanks began attacking the 

battalion's positions. It was then that Elliott performed the actions that led to the 

award of the Victoria Cross.  The citation for his VC read: 

  

At dawn on 15 July 1942 the battalion to which Sergeant Elliot belonged was 

attacked on three flanks by tanks. Under heavy tank, machine-gun and shell 

fire, Sergeant Elliott led the platoon he was commanding to the cover of a ridge 

three hundred yards away, during which he sustained a chest wound. Here he 

re-formed his men and led them to a dominating ridge a further five hundred 

yards away, where they came under heavy enemy machine-gun and mortar 

fire. He located enemy machine-gun posts to his front and right flank, and while 

one section attacked on the right flank, Sergeant Elliott led seven men in a 

bayonet charge across five hundred yards of open ground in the face of heavy 

fire and captured four enemy machine-gun posts and an anti-tank gun, killing a 

number of the enemy and taking fifty prisoners. His section then came under 

fire from a machine-gun post on the left flank. He immediately charged this post 

single-handed and succeeded in capturing it, killing several of the enemy and 

taking fifteen prisoners. During these two assaults he sustained three more 



wounds in the back and legs. Although badly wounded in four places, Sergeant 

Elliott refused to leave his men until he had reformed them, handed over his 

prisoners, which were now increased to one hundred and thirty, and arranged 

for his men to re-join the battalion. Owing to Sergeant Elliott's quick grasp of the 

situation, great personal courage and leadership, nineteen men, who were the 

only survivors of B Company of his battalion, captured and destroyed five 

machine-guns, one anti-tank gun, killed a great number of the enemy and 

captured one hundred and thirty prisoners. Sergeant Elliott sustained only one 

casualty amongst his men, and brought him back to the nearest advanced 

dressing station. 

— The London Gazette, No. 35715, 22 September 1942 

  

All of the 22nd Battalion, bar Elliott's platoon, were killed or captured during the 

fighting at Ruweisat Ridge. Some of the other battalions that participated in the 

battle also incurred heavy losses. Elliott managed to link up with elements of 

the 21st Battalion, the commander of which recommended him for the VC. 

Elliott was evacuated to hospital where he spent three months recovering from 

his various wounds before he returned to his battalion in September. 

His VC was gazetted on 24 September 1942, but Elliott had learnt of his award 

the previous day. His divisional commander, Major General Bernard Freyberg, 

commissioned Elliott in the field as a second lieutenant shortly afterwards. He 

was presented with his VC ribbon by Lieutenant General Bernard 

Montgomery and was ordered to return to New Zealand. It is likely that this was 

due to the desire of military authorities to keep him out of harm's way following 

the recent capture of the division's other VC winner, Charles Upham, at 

Ruweisat. Elliott was unhappy at being sent home while his friends remained in 

the field. He was also uncomfortable with the attention he received from the 

public when he arrived back in New Zealand and remained modest about his 

achievements. He was discharged from the 2NZEF in December 1943 and 

resumed farming. 

In February 1944, Elliott married Margaret Rachel Markham. The couple had 

first met before the war and would go on to have five children. Although he 



continued farming, he became interested in a career in the Anglican Church. 

Encouraged by a friend who had been a chaplain in the military, he began 

training for the priesthood in February 1946. He became a priest in 1948 and 

took up a curacy in Palmerston North, before becoming chaplain at the 

nearby Linton Military Camp. This entailed him joining the New 

Zealand Territorial Force with the rank of chaplain, 4th class. 

For the next several years, Elliott moved around a number of parishes in the 

lower North Island. He also spent periods of time at the City Mission 

in Wellington. He was present at the unveiling of the Alamein Memorial in Egypt 

in 1954, and two years later attended VC centenary celebrations in London. In 

1967, he co-authored a book of his life, From Cowshed to Dog Collar. He retired 

from the priesthood in April 1981 and moved to Raumati. 

In 1953, Elliott was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Medal, and in 

1977 he received the Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee Medal. 

He died of cancer on 7 October 1989, survived by his wife and five children. He 

was buried with full military honours at Paraparaumu Cemetery. 

  

Elliott's headstone at Paraparaumu Cemetery, North Island, New Zealand. 

Returned Serviceman's Lawn Section. 

Elliott donated his Victoria Cross to his former school, Feilding Agricultural High 

School, in 1972. It was later loaned to the QEII Army Memorial 

Museum in Waiouru for display. It was one of nine Victoria Crosses among 96 

medals stolen from the museum on 2 December 2007. On 16 February 2008, 

the New Zealand Police announced all the medals had been recovered as a 

result of a NZ$300,000 reward offered by Michael Ashcroft and Tom Sturgess. 

 



 

  

   

  

 


